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Frigidaire dehumidifier 30 pint troubleshooting

By drawing excess moisture from the air, a dehumidifier keeps the house mold and mildew free during humid months. This makes your house more comfortable in a number of ways, from eliminating musty smells to helping to control allergies, asthma symptoms, and other respiratory health problems. Although dehumidifiers do not require much
maintenance as a rule, they do require a certain amount of upkeep in order to continue functioning properly. Here’s our tips to cleaning, maintaining and troubleshooting your dehumidifier. By following these guidelines, your dehumidifier will help control the humidity of your home for years, providing a healthy and comfortable environment for you
and your family. Cleaning Your Dehumidifier A dehumidifier has many parts that can develop build-up. Regular cleaning of each of these parts can prevent problems that can lead to the death of your appliance. Your dehumidifier’s water collection tank needs to be emptied frequently, but it also needs to be cleaned with soap and warm water or a
disinfectant. Mold and mildew can build up quickly, and when inside a dehumidifier tank, it gets dispersed into your air, causing illness. At least once per season, use a vacuum with a brush attachment to clean the intake and exhaust grilles. Dust and debris build-up can cause blockages that can lead to the deterioration of the appliance. Maintaining
Your Dehumidifier The proper use of the dehumidifier and replacement of older parts can keep it running smoothly for many years. Your dehumidifier should not be placed closer than 6 inches to any wall so that the air intake and exhaust are not blocked. The temperature of the room or area being dehumidified should be at least 65° so that it does
not freeze up or burn up the motor, unless the dehumidifier is specifically designed for lower temperatures. The humidistat is the device that controls the humidity level in the room. The ideal humidity is typically between 40 and 50 percent for optimal comfort and efficiency. When a dehumidifier is turned off and then back on too quickly, the
compressor may overheat. Give the machine at least 10 minutes after it is turned off to allow pressure in the system to be equalized. The dehumidifier’s air filter is designed to clear dust and allergens from the air to protect the appliance’s insides as well as to improve quality of the air in the room. The owner’s manual of your dehumidifier will tell you
how frequently to replace the air filter in order to ensure the appliance’s best performance. Troubleshooting Your Dehumidifier Some problems require the expertise of a professional, but many issues may be fixed simply and quickly if you know how to identify them. If the dehumidifier seems to run infrequently without affecting the high humidity, it
may simply need to have the humidistat control set to a drier setting. On the other hand, if it runs constantly without filling the tank, the refrigeration system may have an issue. If cleaning the filter and the unit doesn’t help, you may need to take it to an appliance repair shop. If the indicator light is on, but the dehumidifier does not run, check the
level of water in the tank. There is usually a switch that turns the unit off when the tank is full. If the tank is not full, the switch may still have been accidentally activated by the position of the tank. Readjusting the tank or pushing the switch with your finger should resolve the issue. There is a fan to pull air from the room over the coils. When no air is
blowing out of the dehumidifier, that fan motor has likely burned out and will need to be replaced. The evaporator on the back of the dehumidifier is made up of coils that get very cold while the unit runs. The moist air from the room is drawn across those coils by the fan so that the humidity in the air condenses. If the air temperature is too cold, the
condensation will freeze. Before checking the coils for frost, turn off the machine and unplug it for safety. Evidence of frost indicates that the room is too cool. Solutions to frost build-up include: Turn off the dehumidifier so that the room will warm up. Turn on a heat source in the room. Move the dehumidifier to a higher location, since heat rises and
the air near the floor is coldest. Some dehumidifiers have an automatic defroster that protects the compressor by turning it off and running the fan to melt frost before resuming operation. If you live in a cold area, you may want to consider purchasing a dehumidifier that works in lower temperatures, as well. With proper care and maintenance, your
dehumidifier can control the humidity of your home for years, providing a healthy and comfortable environment. Photograph: Courtesy Creative Commons/Flickr/Ken MayerMeridian PintAs the name implies, pints rule at this Columbia Heights mainstay. A showcase for American-made brews, Meridian Pint represents some of the country’s most
innovative microbreweries on its 24 taps and nearly 100-strong bottle list. Ample window seating upstairs allows you to people-watch as you sip, while the downstairs beer cellar plays host to trivia night and larger parties. Some of the tables even have draft systems built into them, so you can serve yourself without ever having to stumble to the bar.By
entering your email address you agree to our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy and consent to receive emails from Time Out about news, events, offers and partner promotions. Awesome, you're subscribed!Thanks for subscribing! Look out for your first newsletter in your inbox soon! istockphoto.comA: Sorry to hear about your dehumidifier woes; while
you might need to purchase a new one, there’s also a good chance that something minor has gone wrong, and you might be able to fix it yourself. Before troubleshooting the appliance, check first to make sure it’s plugged all the way into the outlet—and then plug something else into the same outlet to see if the problem lies with the power.If the
dehumidifier is plugged in and the outlet is working, the problem lies within the appliance itself. Taking time to check the following will help pinpoint possible reasons for the dehumidifier not working and whether it’s worth repairing.The tank is full.Most dehumidifiers come with a shut-off switch that turns the appliance off if the water in the
collection tank reaches the top. If the dehumidifier has a drain line that runs to a floor drain, a full tank could indicate that the line has become kinked or is clogged.Manually remove the collection tank, dump it, and then remove the drain line (it screws on like a hose) and ensure it’s not blocked. If it is and you can’t easily remove the clog, replace the
drain line.istockphoto.comThe humidity level is set too high.Most dehumidifiers allow the user to select the desired level of humidity in the room—typically 30 to 40 percent. When the humidity rises above that level, the dehumidifier turns on and removes moisture from the air.If someone inadvertently turned up the humidity level on the dehumidifier,
it might not be coming on because the room’s humidity level is not high enough. Check to see that the desired humidity level is set no higher than 40 percent, and turn it down if it is.RELATED: 5 Signs Your Home Needs a Dehumidifier—and How to Select the Right OneThe humidistat is broken.If the desired humidity level isn’t too high, the problem
could be with the humidistat. The humidistat is the actual component in the dehumidifier that turns the appliance on when moisture in the air reaches the preset level. It’s a small module often located just beneath the dehumidifier’s cover (check the owner’s manual for the exact spot).If the humidistat no longer works, it can’t turn the dehumidifier
on. Those familiar with testing electric currents can use a multimeter to test the humidistat for continuity (ohms). Or you can ask a professional electrician or technician to test the humidistat. If the component has gone bad, ordering a new one from the manufacturer and replacing it is a relatively simple task.The room temperature is too cool.The
same principle that results in a glass of iced tea sweating in the summer is at work in dehumidifiers. Warm, moist air flows into the appliance where it comes into contact with ice-cold evaporator coils, causing the moisture in the air to condense and then drip down to a collection tank. However, if the room is cooler than 65 degrees, the moisture on
the coils can turn to frost rather than condense and drain.When frost forms on the evaporator coils, it keeps the appliance from working efficiently. Unplug the unit and lift the cover to check for frost. If you see it, leave the dehumidifier unplugged and allow the frost to melt, which can take a few hours, depending on how thick it is. Once the coils are
clear, turn the unit back on and turn up the temperature in the room to keep frost from forming again.istockphoto.comRELATED: This is the Recommended Humidity Level at HomeRefrigerant fluid is too low.The evaporator coils on a dehumidifier remain cold because they’re filled with pressurized refrigerant fluid, and a compressor pumps the fluid
continuously through the coils. The coil system seals tightly to keep the fluid in, but tiny cracks can form over time, causing the fluid to leak out slowly.Without sufficient refrigerant fluid, the evaporator coils will not become cold enough to draw moisture from the air. When this happens, unfortunately, it’s not an easy fix. A plumber or HVAC
technician can recharge the coils with more refrigerant fluid, but the cracks can be difficult to seal, and the liquid could leak out again. Unless the dehumidifier is a pricey, whole-house unit, it’s usually more cost-effective to buy a new dehumidifier.The fan stopped working.The fan in a dehumidifier doesn’t blow air out—instead, it draws air into the
appliance so the moisture in the air comes into contact with the ice-cold coils. If the fan isn’t pulling in the air, the dehumidifying process can’t work effectively. The culprit could be a dirty fan or a broken fan blade.If comfortable checking inside the unit, unplug it and then remove the cover, then turn the fan blade by hand to see if either debris or a
broken blade is keeping the fan from turning. Manufacturers carry replacement blades, which users can order and install, usually with the help of just a screwdriver.If a broken fan motor is at fault, however, the fix is more complex. Replacing a fan motor is a job for a professional technician. Depending on the existing dehumidifier’s value, it might be
more cost-effective to purchase a new unit.istockphoto.comSomething is blocking airflow.If the fan is in good shape, something could be blocking airflow into the unit. This could be as simple as lint, dust, or pet fur buildup on the grill that covers the fan. A dehumidifier placed against a wall or next to an upholstered chair might not be able to draw in
enough air. Position the dehumidifier at least a foot away from walls, furniture, curtains, clothing, and other items.If a dirty or clogged grill is reducing airflow, unplug the unit, remove the grill cover, take it outdoors, and spray it clean with a hose. While you’re at it, if you see lint and debris in the interior of the dehumidifier case, consider taking the
entire unit outdoors and cleaning away the mess with compressed air, either from a can or from the nozzle end of an air compressor hose.RELATED: The Best Small Dehumidifiers for Use at Home or On the GoElectrical parts or connections have gone bad.Dehumidifiers contain electrical components that can go bad, in addition to internal wiring that
can short or come loose from connection terminals. Models made within the past decade or so might contain electronic control boards that can burn out and stop working.Only someone familiar with electronic circuitry should test a dehumidifier’s wiring and electrical components. Some of the tests require that the dehumidifier remain plugged in
during the test, so the best option in this case is to take the dehumidifier to a small appliance repair shop or have a technician come out and take a look.The dehumidifier’s compressor is overloaded.The dehumidifier’s compressor is the core of the unit, and it circulates refrigerant liquid through the coils. If the compressor is struggling to operate or if
heavy frost develops on the coils, the compressor can become overheated.Most dehumidifiers have an overload switch that will shut an overheated compressor down to keep from damaging it. If the dehumidifier doesn’t make a sound when turned on, the overload switch might have flipped. If the compressor overheated due to frost buildup, you can
try resetting the overload switch (check the owner’s manual for location) once the frost has melted.Unfortunately, other problems can cause an overload switch to flip, and some of them are related to short-circuiting of the appliance’s wiring. If this is the case, the overload switch will continue to flip even after resetting, and a technician will likely be
required to pinpoint the cause. Some users might opt to instead purchase a new unit at this point.
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